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MAY 26, 2021 WENDY TOY - COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING TESTIMONY 

   RE:  BROOKSIDE DEVELOPMENT 

 

GOOD EVENING MAYOR & COUNCIL, 

I’M WENDY TOY, A 37-YEAR RESIDENT. 

YOUR BROOKSIDE DEVELOPMENT DECISION TONIGHT  WILL TEST THE 

GENERAL PLAN’S REPEATED USE OF THESE QUOTED PHRASES: 

“RECOGNIZING & SUPPORTING ITS EQUESTRIAN HERITAGE & RURAL 

CHARACTER,” 

“PRESERVING RIPARIAN HABITATS,” 

“ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR MINIMUM LOT SIZES,” AND, 

“PRESERVING UNIQUE PLACES.” 

IT WILL ALSO TEST THE GENERAL PLAN’S “CULTURAL LANDMARK” 

DESIGNATION GIVEN TO THE BROOKSIDE PROPERTY – SUCH 

LANDMARKS ARE DEFINED AS ONES THAT (QUOTE) “CELEBRATE 

WALNUT’S HISTORY.” 

AS YOU KNOW,  PRIOR TO THE MARCH 4, 2020 PLANNING MEETING,  

FOUR OF US DELIVERED OVER 500 WALNUT RESIDENT SIGNATURES.  

THE  PETITION REQUESTED THAT THE CITY ADHERE TO ZONING 

GUIDELINES WHERE THIS PROPERTY REQUIRES LOTS OF 28,500SF & TO 

RETAIN THE MAIN BARN WITH CARRIAGE HOUSE & MINOR BARN.  

INTERESTINGLY, WHEN PETITIONING STARTED, THE STRUCTURES 

WERE PART OF THE PLAN FOR ABOUT 4 YEARS.   AFTER THE FIRST SET 
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OF SIGNATURES WERE DELIVERED, THE STRUCTURES WERE 

REMOVED FROM THE PLAN.  NOW A SMALL REPLICA FAÇADE 

BUILDING IS PROPOSED BUT THAT WILL NEVER COMMEMORATE THE 

FACT THAT A NATIONALLY KNOWN BUSINESS TYCOON OWNED 2000 

ACRES FOR A WEEKEND HOME KNOWN AS RANCHO SAN VICENTE IN 

THE 1930s UNTIL HIS PASSING IN THE 1960s.  THIS PROPERTY IS THE 

FINAL 25 ACRES OF THOSE, AND THE FOOTPRINTS OF HIS STABLE & 

MINOR BARN STILL STAND.  AS PER OUR DETAILED 

CORRESPONDENCE ON THIS POINT,  THE EIR CRITERIA WAS,  IN FACT, 

MET FOR HISTORIC INCLUSION, BUT, THE EIR DENIED THAT. 

 

IN OUR DECEMBER 4, 2019 CORRESPONDENCE, WE REQUESTED THAT 

“AN EXPERT, INDEPENDENT PRESERVATIONIST CONSULTANT” BE 

RETAINED FOR FURTHER ASSESSMENT OF ALL STRUCTURES SINCE 

REMODELING TOOK PLACE AS RECENTLY AS THE 1980s. 

 

THE PROPERTY WAS ZONED AS IT WAS FOR A REASON – IT IS A UNIQUE 

PROPERTY WITH TREMENDOUS ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS. THE 

EIR DETAILED THAT CONSTRUCTION SHOULD BE AVOIDED JAN 1 – 

AUG 31 TO AVOID WILDLIFE DISTURBANCE.  CAN THAT, AND THE 
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LONG LIST OF OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS, TRULY BE 

MITIGATED?  I DON’T THINK SO. 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION HAS MOVED FORWARD TO COUNCIL THE 

GRANTING OF A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT IN ORDER TO INCREASE 

THE # OF LOTS.  THE COMMISSION REJECTED OUR PETITION, PUBLIC 

OUTRAGE, AND ALSO STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION TO CONSIDER 

ALTERNATIVES THAT WERE MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY-SOUND & 

THAT ADHERED TO ZONING GUIDELINES.  WHILE A CUP IS ALLOWED, 

IT IS NOT A RIGHT.  APPROPRIATE CONDITIONS SHOULD BE MET IF 

MORE THAN 15 LOTS ARE ALLOWED.  THE SLOPE, CREEK & TRAIL ARE 

NOT USABLE LAND FOR HOME BUILDING AND THE CALCULATION OF 

1.3DU/ACRE SHOULD NOT  INCLUDE THAT LAND BECAUSE  28,500 SF 

AND 1.3DU/ACRE SHOULD HAVE A SYNCHRONOUS RELATIONSHIP. 

 

THE TRAIL HAS ALWAYS BEEN  DESIGNATED  FOR PUBLIC USE UNDER 

THE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL.  THEREFORE, THE ARGUMENT THAT 

THE DEVELOPER IS GIVING US THE TRAIL, IN MY OPINION, IS A 

MISREPRESENTATION.  ADDITIONALLY, WE FEEL ALL TRAILS WITHIN 

THE DEVELOPMENT SHOULD BE FOR PUBLIC USE. 
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ANOTHER CHALLENGE IS THAT BY CREATING MORE IMPERVIOUS 

SURFACES ON THE PROPERTY, THE WELL-KNOWN FLOODING THAT 

OCCURS AT LEMON & LA PUENTE RD COULD WELL BECOME MORE 

PROBLEMATIC IN THE FUTURE, BOTH ON & OFF THIS PROPERTY. 

MY COMMENTS TONIGHT ARE ONLY A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE 

COMPLEX ISSUES. YOU ARE IN RECEIPT OF FIVE COMPREHENSIVE 

LETTERS FROM US WITH SUPPORTING  DATA ATTACHED.  WE ARE  

REQUESTING EITHER DENIAL OF THIS PROJECT OR VARIOUS 

COMPROMISE POSSIBILITIES.  THE ARGUMENT THAT THE 

“DEVELOPER IS A LANDOWNER AND CAN DO AS THEY WISH”  IS  NOT 

TRUE UNLESS THE COUNCIL ALLOWS IT. 

 

TONIGHT’S DECISION IS POISED TO HAVE A LONG-LASTING EFFECT ON 

OUR CITY.  EITHER WE WILL KNOW THAT THE  GENERAL PLAN  MEANS 

SOMETHING OR IT DOESN’T. 

OUR GROUP HAD MANY INTERACTIONS WITH COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT WHO WERE ALWAYS HELPFUL AND CONSIDERATE.  

WE ASKED SOME OF THE SAME QUESTIONS OVER AND OVER TO MAKE 

CERTAIN THAT OUR FACTS WERE CORRECT.  

REGARDING THE PLAN ITSELF (SPEAKING FOR MYSELF)– I THINK IT 

COULD BE BETTER.  THE 8 LOTS RUNNING PARALLEL TO LEMON FACE 
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EAST.  SO, TRAIL USERS WILL BE LOOKING AT BACKYARD WALLS ON 

ONE SIDE.  THE HOMEOWNERS WILL HAVE NO VIEW OF WHAT THE 

DEVELOPER IS SAYING WILL BE BEAUTIFUL OPEN SPACE.  IF THE 

ROADWAY WAS MOVED AND THE LOTS FACED WEST THE ROAD 

WOULD CREATE A NATURAL BARRIER TO KEEP THE PUBLIC AWAY 

FROM HOMES, HOMEOWNERS WOULD HAVE A VIEW OF THE CREEK & 

OPEN SPACE, AND WALKING ON THE TRAIL WOULD BE A MUCH MORE 

ESTHETIC EXPERIENCE. 

THANK YOU. 

 



^fr +
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

THE BROOKSIDE PROJECT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Name and Address of Commentor: (include group or public agency affiliation, as applicable)
jr 'fkstzo I A.

aJ

Telephone Number/Email (Optional):

Comments:

Please provide your comments on potential environmental issues/impacts that you feel should 
be addressed in further detail in the EIR. Attach additional pieces of paper, as needed.

This form and/or additional comments can be submitted to City Staff at the Scoping Meeting. 
Comments can also be emailed, mailed, faxed or hand-delivered to:

Mr. Chris Vasquez, Associate Planner 
City of Walnut, 21201 La Puente Road, Walnut, CA 91789 

Fax: 909-595-6095 
Email: cvasquez@ci.walnut.ca.us

y

mailto:cvasquez@ci.walnut.ca.us
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QuickFacts
Diamond Bar city, California; Hacienda Heights CDP, California; Rowland Heights CDP, California; Walnut city, California
QuickFacts provides statistics for ali states and counties, and for cities and tovms with a population of 5,000 or more.

Table

Hacienda 
Heights CDP, 
Caiifornia

Diamond Bar 
city, Caiifornia

Rowiand Heights 
CDP, Caiifornia

Wainut city, 
Caiifornia

All Topics

Population estimates, July 1,2019, (V2019) 
X PEOPLE

55,720 X X 29,685

Population

Population estimates, July 1,2019, (V2019)

Population estimates base, April 1, 2010, (V2019)

Population, percent change - April 1,2010 (estimates base) to 
July 1,2019, {V2019)

Population, Census, April 1,2010

Population, Census, April 1, 2020

Age and Sex

Persons under 5 years, percent 
Persons under 18 years, percent 
Persons 65 years and over, percent 
Female persons, percent 
Race and Hispanic Origin 
White alone, percent

Black or African American alone, percent (a)

American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent (a)

Asian alone, percent (a)

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent (a) 
Two or More Races, percent 
Hispanic or Latino, percent (b)

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent

Population Characteristics

Veterans, 2015-2019

Foreign born persons, percent, 2015-2019

Housing

Housing units, July 1,2019, (V2019)

Owner-occupied housing unit rate, 2015-2019

Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2015-2019

Median selected monthly owner costs -with a mortgage, 2015- 
2019

Median selected monthly owner costs -without a mortgage, 
2015-2019

Median gross rent, 2015-2019

Building permits, 2020

Families & Living Arrangements

Households, 2015-2019

Persons per household, 2015-2019

Living in same house 1 year ago, percent of persons age 1 
year+, 2015-2019

Language other than English spoken at home, percent of 
persons age 5 years+, 2015-2019

Computer and Internet Use

Households with a computer, percent, 2015-2019

Households with a broadband Internet subscription, percent, 
2015-2019

55,720

55,568

X X 29,685

29,177X X

0,3% X X 1.7%

55,544 54,038 48,993 29,172

X X X X

A 5.3% 
A 20.0% 
A 16.7% 
A 52.0%

A 5.2% 
A 19.3% 
A 18.9% 
A 49.5%

A 7.1% 
A 18.6% 
A 18.3% 
A 50.8%

A 4.1% 
A 18.0% 
A 20.4% 
A 51.1%

A 27.7% 
A 3.6% 
A 0.4% 

A 58.4% 
A 0.1% 
A 3.8% 

A 18.6% 
A 17.0%

A 36.7% 
A 1.1% 
A 0.7% 

A 40.3% 
A 0.1% 
A 2.6% 

A 45.5% 
A 11.9%

A 19.6% 
A 1.4% 
A 0.5% 

A 62.4% 
A 0.3% 
A 3.0% 

A 26.4% 
A 8.0%

A 20.6% 
A 4.3% 
A 0.5%

^ A 63.1%7
A 0.4% 
A 3.4% 

A 20.2% 
A 10.4%

1,536 1,898 1,212 889

45.5% 40.4% 54.1% 49.9%

X X X X

76.0% 75.3% 63.8% 84.9%

$664,400 $595,700 $637,900 $774,400

$2,528 $2,369 $2,446 $2,784

$718 $568 $671 $708

$2,071 $1,882 $1,613 $2,359

X X X X

17,904 , 16,320 14,724 9,069

3.13 3.37 3.41 3.29

89.8% 93.4% 90.1% 92.8%

60.6% 64.4% 75.8% 65.2%

97.1% 95.7% 95.6% 97.6%

93.7% 90.9% 91.3% 95.3%

Education

High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25 
years+, 2015-2019

Bachelor’s degree or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 
2015-2019

94.2% 86.1% 86.3% 92.2%

54.9% 34.1% 39.7% 52.7%

Health

With a disability, under age 65 years, percent, 2015-2019 5.0% 5.4% 3.9% 3.5%
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QuickFacts
Monterey Park city, California; San Marino city, California
QuickFacts provides statistics for ali states and counties, and for cities and towns with a population of 5,000 or more.

Table

San Marino city, 
California

Monterey Park 
city, CaliforniaAll Topics

T
13,048Population estimates, July 1, 2019, (V2019) 

X PEOPLE

59,669

Population

Population estimates, Ju|y 1, 2019, (V2019)

Population estimates base, April 1, 2010, (V2019)

Population, percent change - April 1, 2010 (estimates base) to July 1,2019, 
(V2019)

Population, Census, April 1,2010 
Population, Census, April 1,2020

Age and Sex

Persons under 5 years, percent 
Persons under 18 years, percent 
Persons 65 years and over, percent 
Female persons, percent 
Race and Hispanic Origin 
White alone, percent

Black or African American alone, percent (a)

American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent (a)

Asian alone, percent (a)

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent (a)

Twe or More Races, percent 
Hispanic or Latino, percent (b)

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent 
Population Characteristics 
Veterans, 2015-2019

Foreign bom persons, percent, 2015-2019

Housing

Housing units, July 1,2019, (V2019)

Owner-occupied housing unit rate, 2015-2019

Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2015-2019

Median selected monthly owner costs -with a mortgage, 2015-2019

Median selected monthly owner costs -without a mortgage, 2015-2019

Median gross rent, 2015-2019

Building pennits, 2020

Families & Living Arrangements

Households, 2015-2019

Persons per household, 2015-2019

Living in same house 1 year ago, percent of persons age 1 year+, 2015-2019

Language other than English spoken at home, percent of persons age 5 years+, 
2015-2019

13,048
13,101

59,669
60,225

-0.4%-0.9%

13,14760,269
XX

A 3.5% 
A 22.8% 
A 20.7% 
A 50.9%

A 4.2% 
A 17.3% 
A 21.3% 
A 51.9%

A 31.5% 
A 1.9% 
A 0.0% 

A 60.5% 
A 0.2% 
A 3.1% 
A 6.3% 

A 28.3%

A 14.0% 
A 0.7% 
A 0.5% 

A 65.6% 
A 0.5% 
A 1.8% 

A 28.5% 
A 3.9%

2511,445

41.9%53.6%

XX

86.1%52.1%

$2,000,000+

$4,000+

$1,445

$616,000

$2,424

$543

$3,293$1,400

XX

4,48719,955

2.923.02

92.7%90.8%

52.5%75.1%

Computer and Internet Use

Households with a computer, percent, 2015-2019

Households with a broadband Internet subscription, percent, 2015-2019

Education

High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 2015-2019 
Bachelor's degree or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 2015-2019

96.2%91.3%

93.2%84.6%

97.8%79.3%

78.1%31.8%

Health

2.7%4.6%With a disability, under age 65 years, percent, 2015-2019 
Persens without health insurance, under age 65 years, percent

Economy

In civilian labor force, total, percent of population age 16 years+, 2015-2019 
In civilian labor force, female, percent of population age 16 years+, 2015-2019

A 2.4%A 7.9%

55.5%56.8%

48.6%51.6%
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Letters of Support 

















































From: Teresa de Dios
To:
Cc: Ray Markel
Subject: RE: Brookside Development comments
Date: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 7:30:40 PM

Email received.
Thank you,
Teresa De Dios | City Clerk | City of Walnut
21201 La Puente Road | Walnut, CA 91789 |
' (909) 348-0710 | 7 (909) 595-6095
* tdedios@cityofwalnut.org
: www.cityofwalnut.org
City Hall Office Hours: Monday – Thursday; 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Fridays
As of July 13, 2020, Walnut City Hall, City Clerk’s Office, and other City facilities will be closed to the public per the County’s
Safer at Home Order to stop the spread of COVID-19. All services to the public will be provided by phone, appointment, or email.
For specific questions regarding COVID-19, residents can visit the City’s website at https://www.cityofwalnut.org/for-
residents/coronavirus-information
From: Betty Huang  
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 7:29 PM
To: Teresa de Dios 
Subject: Brookside Development comments
Good evening, Council members. My name is Betty Huang. I live and work in
Walnut and would like to thank you for this opportunity to support the Brookside
development proposal.
I’d like to start by acknowledging the concerns I’ve heard about this project. It will
bring changes, and many wish all these changes could just stop. I understand that and can
sympathize because everyone has fond memories of earlier times. But I believe you as our
elected Council members decided to serve Walnut not because you wanted to freeze the city as
it is, but because you wanted to manage change in the best interests of the City and its
residents. You have before you a case where that’s exactly what’s happened.
Brookside brings just 28 new homes to Walnut – that’s an addition of just one-
third of one percent in the number of homes in the city – but it also brings an extraordinary
level of benefits with no significant environmental impacts. It protects one of Walnut’s most
valuable environmental features, Lemon Creek, and unlike some other developments along the
creek, Brookside will transfer ownership of the creek and its wooded banks to the City for
permanent protection.
The plan also recognizes the sentimental and aesthetic values of the main
stable but also recognizes that it was built nearly 90 years ago and doesn’t meet
today’s earthquake, safety, energy efficiency, and accessibility requirements.
Understanding this, the developer has made a very generous offer to rebuild or
refurbish the stable so it is safe, and dedicate it to the city, along with a new city park around
it. Some may want more than, but I’m not sure that’s realistic. These buildings sit on valuable
land and are not eligible for listing as historic buildings, so this is a very generous gift. It’s as
good as we can reasonably expect.
In fact, that phrase – as good as we can reasonably expect – is a good way of
looking at this entire proposal. This land will be developed; that’s guaranteed. You are now
required by the state to identify land in Walnut where 1,293 new housing units can be built, so
if it were to be rezoned for a park, as some suggested, the city would probably get a
threatening letter from California’s Attorney General.







From: Teresa de Dios

Cc: Ray Markel
Subject: RE: The Brookside Homes in Walnut Community
Date: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 7:55:17 PM

Your email has been received and will be distributed to the City Council.
Thankyou,
Teresa De Dios | City Clerk | City of Walnut
21201 La Puente Road | Walnut, CA 91789 |
' (909) 348-0710 | 7 (909) 595-6095
* tdedios@cityofwalnut.org
: www.cityofwalnut.org
City Hall Office Hours: Monday – Thursday; 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Fridays
As of July 13, 2020, Walnut City Hall, City Clerk’s Office, and other City facilities will be closed to the public per the County’s
Safer at Home Order to stop the spread of COVID-19. All services to the public will be provided by phone, appointment, or email.
For specific questions regarding COVID-19, residents can visit the City’s website at https://www.cityofwalnut.org/for-
residents/coronavirus-information

From: Bryan Yeats  
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 7:49 PM
To: Teresa de Dios 
Subject: Re: The Brookside Homes in Walnut Community
Dear Walnut City Officials and to my fellow residents:
I’m a Walnut resident and homeowner since 1998. I’m here to show my strong support for the
Brookside Homes that are anticipated to be built and, God willing, completed in 2022. Governor
Newsome made a pledge in August of 2019 to have 1.3 million home built to meet a GREAT demand
and need for housing. Today, we are nowhere near that pace; and since the pandemic, “affordable
housing” has become an oxymoron, something that is getting worse with every day. Inventory in a
good market should last six (6) months, but we only have inventory to last one (1) month. That’s why
you’re seeing your neighbor’s homes sell in as little as 8 days on average (or less) to buyers who are
offering from $30,000 to $200,000 ABOVE the home’s value. That’s money they are paying out of
pocket from their bank reserves.
Although the news would have you believe that Californians are leaving the state in droves, giving
the impression that our state will have an abundance of homes for sale, this isn’t necessarily the
case. Still, we have residents from various regions of California who are first time homebuyers or will
make a move to a more affordable area, and there just aren’t enough homes to make a dent in the
demand.
When new home are built and purchased, many of their buyers will sell their existing homes;
therefore, creating more opportunities for other buyers to purchase that home. This is the remedy,
the solution we need to stabilize home prices and availability of homes. If we continue to build at the
snails pace we are, more than 60% of the state will be Renters, not homeowners. I implore you all
tonight, approve and streamline the permits and processes for the Brookside Homes to be built.
They have been more than gracious and thoughtful to include in their plans many of the suggestions
that were requested of them. I firmly believe this community of homes will bring good neighbors
and tax dollars that benefit the city and its residents for many years to come.
Bryan Yeats, Broker
Abundant Living Realty &
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